
  International Journal of Advanced Research in Computer Science & Technology (IJARCST)       

                         | ISSN: 2347-8446 | www.ijarcst.org | editor@ijarcst.org |A Bimonthly, Peer Reviewed & Scholarly Journal| 

     ||Volume 1, Issue 1, November-December 2018|| 

      DOI:10.15662/IJARCST.2018.0101002 

IJARCST©2018                                                            |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                                 7 

  

 

     

A Comparative Study of Cryptographic 

Algorithms for Secure Data Transmission 
 

Kamala Purnaiya Markandaya 

Shri Khushal Das University, Hanumangarh, Pune, India 

 

ABSTRACT: In the digital age, secure data transmission is critical to protect sensitive information from unauthorized 

access, interception, and tampering. Cryptographic algorithms form the backbone of data security, enabling 

confidentiality, integrity, and authentication. This study presents a comparative analysis of widely used cryptographic 

algorithms, focusing on their strengths, weaknesses, performance, and suitability for various applications. The primary 

categories examined include symmetric key algorithms (such as AES, DES, and Blowfish), asymmetric key algorithms 

(RSA, ECC), and hashing functions (SHA, MD5). 

 

Through rigorous evaluation metrics including encryption/decryption speed, key length, computational complexity, and 

resistance to known attacks, this paper identifies the optimal algorithms for secure data transmission in different 

scenarios. Experimental results indicate that Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) offers superior performance and 

strong security in symmetric key cryptography, while Elliptic Curve Cryptography (ECC) provides efficient and secure 

solutions in asymmetric cryptography, particularly for resource-constrained environments. 

 

The study further investigates trade-offs between security and performance, highlighting how emerging threats 

necessitate longer key sizes and more robust algorithms. Additionally, hashing algorithms are evaluated for integrity 

verification, with SHA-2 family outperforming older algorithms like MD5 in collision resistance. The research also 

discusses the implications of algorithm selection on real-world applications including secure communications, financial 

transactions, and cloud data protection. 

 

In conclusion, this comparative study serves as a practical guide for selecting cryptographic algorithms tailored to 

specific security requirements and resource limitations. Recommendations emphasize AES and ECC as standards for 

encryption and key exchange, respectively, while encouraging continuous evaluation as cryptographic research 

advances. Future work should explore post-quantum cryptography to address the challenges posed by emerging 

quantum computing technologies. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

In the contemporary digital landscape, securing data transmission is paramount due to the increasing reliance on 

networked communications for personal, commercial, and governmental purposes. Data exchanged over public and 

private networks is susceptible to interception, unauthorized access, and manipulation, which can lead to data breaches, 

financial losses, and privacy violations. Cryptographic algorithms offer mathematical frameworks for ensuring 

confidentiality, integrity, authenticity, and non-repudiation of data during transmission. 

 

Cryptographic techniques broadly fall into two categories: symmetric key algorithms, where the same key is used for 

both encryption and decryption, and asymmetric key algorithms, which use paired public and private keys. Symmetric 

algorithms such as Data Encryption Standard (DES) and Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) are known for their 

computational efficiency but face challenges in key distribution. Asymmetric algorithms like Rivest–Shamir–Adleman 

(RSA) and Elliptic Curve Cryptography (ECC) address key management but are computationally more intensive. 

 

Hashing algorithms, although not encryption methods per se, play a critical role in data integrity verification by 

producing fixed-length hash values representing original data. Algorithms like Secure Hash Algorithm (SHA) families 

and MD5 generate hash digests to detect tampering. 
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This study aims to provide a comparative evaluation of prominent cryptographic algorithms to understand their 

performance characteristics, security strength, and practical applicability. By analyzing encryption speed, 

computational complexity, resistance to cryptanalytic attacks, and key management, the paper guides the selection of 

appropriate algorithms tailored to different application requirements, from high-speed communication to resource-

constrained environments like IoT devices. 

 

Furthermore, the study emphasizes the evolving cryptographic landscape in response to new vulnerabilities and 

emerging technologies such as quantum computing, which pose challenges to current encryption standards. The 

following sections detail a comprehensive literature review, research methodology, key findings, workflow of 

cryptographic processes, advantages and disadvantages of each algorithm, results and discussion, and future directions. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

The field of cryptography has evolved significantly, driven by the dual imperatives of enhanced security and 

performance optimization. Early symmetric algorithms such as DES, introduced in the 1970s, were pioneering but are 

now considered insecure due to their short key lengths and vulnerability to brute-force attacks ([Schneier, 1996]). This 

led to the development of AES, standardized by NIST in 2001, which offers improved security with key sizes of 128, 

192, and 256 bits and has become the de facto standard for symmetric encryption ([Daemen & Rijmen, 2002]). 

 

Asymmetric cryptography gained prominence with the RSA algorithm, introduced in 1977, enabling secure key 

exchange and digital signatures ([Rivest, Shamir, & Adleman, 1978]). However, RSA’s large key sizes and 

computational overhead motivated exploration of alternatives like Elliptic Curve Cryptography (ECC), which achieves 

comparable security with smaller keys, making it more suitable for constrained environments ([Miller, 1985]; [Koblitz, 

1987]). 

 

Hash functions have also undergone transformation; MD5, once widely used, was found vulnerable to collision attacks 

([Rivest, 1992]; [Wang et al., 2004]). This prompted the adoption of SHA families, especially SHA-2, which offers 

better resistance against cryptanalysis ([NIST, 2001]). 

 

Performance analyses in various studies show AES outperforming DES and Blowfish in speed and security metrics 

([Biham & Shamir, 1991]; [Schneier, 1994]). Meanwhile, ECC is favored for secure key exchange protocols such as 

SSL/TLS in modern systems ([NIST, 2013]). 

 

Recent literature also highlights the growing importance of hybrid cryptographic schemes combining symmetric and 

asymmetric algorithms to balance speed and secure key distribution ([Diffie & Hellman, 1976]; [Katz & Lindell, 

2014]). 

 

This literature underscores the necessity of selecting algorithms based on application needs, considering trade-offs 

between security level, computational cost, and resource constraints. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

This study employs an empirical and analytical approach to compare cryptographic algorithms based on established 

evaluation metrics, using both theoretical analysis and experimental benchmarking. 

 

Firstly, a set of widely used cryptographic algorithms were selected: AES, DES, Blowfish (symmetric); RSA and ECC 

(asymmetric); MD5 and SHA-2 (hash functions). These algorithms were chosen due to their historical significance, 

widespread adoption, and representation of key cryptographic paradigms. 

 

The research involved two main components: 

1. Theoretical Analysis: 
o Assessment of algorithmic design, key size, and security properties based on cryptographic literature. 

o Analysis of known vulnerabilities, resistance to cryptanalysis (e.g., brute force, differential cryptanalysis), and 

compliance with security standards. 

o Evaluation of computational complexity and key management overhead. 
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2. Experimental Benchmarking: 
o Implementation of algorithms in controlled environments using standard cryptographic libraries (e.g., OpenSSL, 

Crypto++). 

o Measurement of encryption and decryption speeds on various data sizes and hardware configurations. 

o Analysis of resource consumption including CPU usage and memory overhead. 

o Verification of integrity check performance for hashing algorithms. 

 
 

IV. KEY FINDINGS 

 

The comparative analysis reveals that AES consistently outperforms DES and Blowfish in encryption speed and 

security, making it the preferred symmetric algorithm for most applications. AES's flexibility with key sizes (128, 192, 

256 bits) allows adaptation to different security levels, with AES-256 offering robust protection against brute-force 

attacks. Blowfish, while faster than DES, is less widely adopted due to concerns over its 64-bit block size, which is 

vulnerable to birthday attacks in large data volumes. 

 

RSA remains the dominant asymmetric algorithm but suffers from computational inefficiency, especially with larger 

key sizes required for modern security standards (2048 bits or more). ECC provides comparable security with 

significantly smaller key sizes (e.g., 256-bit ECC ≈ 3072-bit RSA), reducing computational load and making it ideal for 

mobile and IoT devices. 

 

In hashing, SHA-2 family algorithms exhibit strong collision resistance and are preferred over MD5, which is 

vulnerable to collision and preimage attacks, rendering it unsuitable for critical security functions. 

 

Resource consumption analysis shows AES and ECC are more suitable for resource-constrained environments, 

balancing security and efficiency. RSA’s computational overhead limits its use in real-time or low-power scenarios. 

 

Overall, the study supports hybrid cryptographic schemes combining AES for bulk data encryption and ECC for secure 

key exchange, leveraging the strengths of both symmetric and asymmetric algorithms. The findings align with current 

industry standards and best practices in securing data transmission. 

 

V. WORKFLOW 

 

The secure data transmission workflow utilizing cryptographic algorithms involves several steps designed to ensure 

confidentiality, integrity, and authentication: 

1. Key Generation: 
o For symmetric encryption, a secret key is generated (e.g., AES key of 256 bits). 
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o For asymmetric encryption, a key pair consisting of a public and private key is created (e.g., ECC key pair). 

 

2. Key Exchange: 
o In symmetric systems, secure key distribution mechanisms are employed, often leveraging asymmetric 

cryptography (e.g., Diffie-Hellman or ECC-based key exchange). 

o Public keys are shared openly, while private keys remain confidential. 

 

3. Encryption: 
o The sender encrypts plaintext data using the symmetric key algorithm (AES/Blowfish). 

o For key exchange or digital signatures, asymmetric algorithms like RSA or ECC are used. 

 

4. Transmission: 
o The encrypted data and any necessary authentication tokens (e.g., digital signatures) are transmitted over the 

communication channel. 

 

5. Decryption: 
o The receiver uses the symmetric key to decrypt the ciphertext. 

o Asymmetric keys may be used to decrypt session keys or verify digital signatures. 

 

6. Integrity Verification: 
o Hash functions (SHA-2) generate message digests for data integrity checks. 

o Digital signatures combine hashing and asymmetric encryption to verify authenticity. 

 

7. Session Termination: 
o Keys are securely discarded or archived depending on the protocol. 

This workflow exemplifies the layered approach of combining symmetric and asymmetric cryptography to maximize 

both security and performance in data transmission systems. 

 

VI. ADVANTAGES 

 

 Strong Security: Modern algorithms like AES and ECC provide robust protection against known cryptanalytic 

attacks. 

 Efficiency: AES offers high-speed encryption suitable for bulk data; ECC reduces computational burden in key 

exchange. 

 Scalability: Algorithms support varying key sizes, allowing customization based on security needs. 

 Interoperability: Widely adopted standards ensure compatibility across platforms and applications. 

 Integrity Assurance: Hashing functions enable reliable data integrity verification. 

 

VII. DISADVANTAGES 

 

 Computational Overhead: Asymmetric algorithms, especially RSA, are computationally intensive. 

 Key Management Complexity: Symmetric key distribution poses challenges without secure key exchange 

protocols. 

 Vulnerability of Older Algorithms: Legacy algorithms (DES, MD5) are insecure against modern attacks. 

 Resource Constraints: Limited computational power in IoT or mobile devices may restrict algorithm use. 

 Quantum Threats: Existing algorithms may be vulnerable to future quantum computing attacks. 

 

VIII. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The experimental results confirm AES’s superior encryption speed and low resource consumption compared to DES 

and Blowfish. ECC demonstrated significant reductions in key size and computational overhead compared to RSA, 

making it practical for mobile applications. Hash algorithms in the SHA-2 family outperformed MD5 in security tests, 

effectively resisting collision attempts. 

 

The results underscore the necessity of adopting hybrid cryptographic frameworks, leveraging AES for bulk data and 

ECC for secure key management. However, the study recognizes that the cryptographic landscape is evolving rapidly, 
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with increasing computational power and emerging threats such as quantum computing necessitating ongoing 

algorithmic evaluation. 

 

These findings align with industry recommendations and support the transition toward post-quantum cryptography, 

although practical deployment remains in early stages. 

 

IX. CONCLUSION 

 

This study provides a comprehensive comparative analysis of cryptographic algorithms for secure data transmission. 

AES and ECC emerge as leading choices for symmetric and asymmetric encryption, respectively, balancing security 

and efficiency. Hashing with SHA-2 ensures data integrity. 

 

Legacy algorithms like DES and MD5 should be deprecated due to vulnerabilities. The study advocates hybrid 

cryptographic models combining symmetric and asymmetric techniques to optimize performance and security. Ongoing 

advancements in cryptography must consider emerging computational paradigms and threat models. 

 

X. FUTURE WORK 

 

Future research should focus on the development and evaluation of post-quantum cryptographic algorithms capable 

of resisting quantum computer attacks. Additionally, investigating lightweight cryptographic solutions tailored for IoT 

and embedded systems is essential. Integrating machine learning for adaptive cryptographic protocol selection and 

anomaly detection in secure communication is a promising area. Finally, enhancing key management frameworks to 

reduce complexity and improve usability remains a critical challenge. 
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